


1983

Lekotek of Georgia incorporates
and receives its 501 (C)(3) status.

2000

Lekotek receives The Award for
Excellence from Community
Health Charities of Atlanta.

2024

Lekotek partners with The 2024
Georgia Symphony Orchestra for
families to attend sensory friendly

concerts.
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1984

Lekotek receives space

in the basement of Easter Seals
and seed money from The
Community Foundation for

Greater Atlanta.

2008

Lekotek partners with Georgia
Tech’s Rehabilitation Engineering
Lab and Tech students create

accessible play materials.

2025

Lekotek wins Gas South’s Impact
Investment Award and receives
$100,000.

1986

Apple donates 3 computers
and innovative technology is

integrated into play sessions.

2010

Lekotek uses educational iPad

apps and loans iPads.

1987

Summer computer camp is

conducted for the first time.

2011

Lekotek receives an Inclusion
Champion Award from The
Mitsubishi Foundation.



1991

Lekotek’s first satellite opens at
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta’s
Rehab Center in Duluth, GA.

2017

Lekotek receives a Martin Luther
King Award from The Rollins
School of Public Health and

Goizueta Business School.

1992

Lekotek holds its first major
special event, The Lekotek Run,

now in its 33rd year.

2021

Lekotek receives Charity
Navigator’s rating of

Platinum Transparency.

1995

Lekotek initiates a computer

loan program.

2022

The Doug Flutie Foundation
sponsors Get Air playdates.

1996

Lekotek begins Computer Club
for youngsters who “graduate”

from play sessions.

2023

Lekotek celebrates its 40th
anniversary, with innovative
program services at its main

center and 5 satellite centers.
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WHY

A few months ago, a dad LEKUTEK HAS DONE
whose family ben(;ﬁted from FAR MURE FUR ME,
Lekotek years ago hap- THAN I HAVE

pened to be at the office
park where our main center FUR IT

moved five years ago. He —HELENE PROKESCH
noticed our sign and walked
in. We spoke about his family,
and | was delighted to hear how well his
daughter, Caroline, was doing. She was
born with hemiparesis, causing muscle
weakness on one side of the body. As a
result, she has never used her right hand, and her right foot has limited feeling.
Following his visit, he sent this email:

Wow, congrats on more than 40 years of service to incredible
people who have challenges in life way above our ordinary issues.
A new toy borrowed for a while and a fun learning experience
bring joy to the child and to parents whose hurt and pain never end.
And when the child excels at a new skill, they’re encouraged to
tackle the next challenge. Today, at age 30, Caroline skis blues
and greens in Colorado, rides a bike, hikes miles of long trails,
swims, drives a car with her left foot and hand, and works full
time. You have made a difference in our lives and countless others.

When we talked, David mentioned that his “why” is Caroline. And | began to
think, “What is my ‘why’?” The answer | arrived at: To alleviate the “hurt and pain
that never ends” for a parent, grandparent, brother, or sister while helping kids
like Caroline succeed in life. For the more than 40 years that | have led Lekotek
of Georgia, | have been grateful for making a difference in the lives of all the
Carolines and dads, moms, siblings, and grandparents who became part of the
Lekotek family.

it f

Helene Prokesch
Founder and Executive Director



THE POWER
OF PLAY

THE POWER
OF LEKOTEK

LEKO-WHQ,
LEKO-WHAT?

Lekotek of Georgia is unique in helping all children learn through play. While children with
disabilities spend countless hours at therapy and doctors’ appointments, it’s important they have
time to play just like any other child. At Lekotek, toy, computer and iPad adaptations equalize the
playing field making it possible for every child to experience the joy of play and learn along the way.
As our Lekotek leaders (teachers) create opportunities for success, children develop confidence
and self-esteem. When Lekotek “graduates” go on to college and workplaces, the success they’ve
found at Lekotek creates the self- assurance they need in their young adult lives.

Lekotek envisions a world where children with disabilities are included and empowered through
play. Our mission is to facilitate the inclusion of children with disabilities into family, school and
community life by providing accessible play, adapted toys, innovative technology, information and
resources. Since 1983, Lekotek has made a difference for more than 7,650 children and families.
Children receiving services have a wide range of disabilities. These include autism, cerebral pal-
sy, muscular dystrophy, Down syndrome, hearing and vision impairments, spina bifida, cognitive
delays, speech delays and rare genetic disorders. Participants include families of all races and re-
ligions with varied economic and social backgrounds. While annual dues are minimal, no family
is denied services due to their inability to pay. Without geographic restrictions, families from 50
Georgia counties currently benefit from Lekotek programs.

“Lekotek” is a made-up Swedish word meaning play library. Originating in 1963, in Stockholm,
Sweden, Lekotek was the concept of two moms whose children were born with disabilities. They
were advised to place their children in residential settings. Instead, they were determined to make
inclusion a goal for their children. They created Lekotek, believing that toy adaptations and acces-
sible play would facilitate inclusion among siblings and family members. At Lekotek, parents are
welcomed with encouragement and a listening ear. When families visit, they are provided with
leading edge technology, information and referrals to valuable resources.

Following hour-long play/learning sessions, families borrow adapted toys, iPads, computers, input
devices and software, designed to meet the individual needs of their child. Lekotek leaders have
backgrounds in special education, child life, recreation, physical, occupational and speech ther-
apy. During a play session, they select toys, software and iPad applications designed to improve
weaknesses while strengthening abilities. Unlike typical therapies, parents, siblings, grandparents,
cousins, and even aunts and uncles participate in play sessions.




M AKING AN MEET RICKY RASCHKE — ONE OF LEKOTEK'S SUCCESS STORIES

Ricky Raschke is a Lekotek of Georgia success story. Ricky, who has Down syndrome, began his
relationship with us in 2001. At 18 months, Ricky began play sessions and his family borrowed

|MPACT developmentally appropriate toys to facilitate learning. For the next two decades, with the

guidance of Lekotek leader Lisa Nevitt, he would continue to enjoy Happy Tails pet therapy, Leko-
music, summer camp, the annual Zoo Day, the Pumpkin Patch outing, fishing and rafting trips, and
the Halloween and Holiday parties. “These great events, with Lisa‘s constant encouragement and
unwavering enthusiasm for Ricky’s success, were essential in his maturing into the multi-faceted
young man he has become,” says his mother, Linda.

Ricky became an Eagle Scout and attended Wheeler High School in Cobb County, where he played
percussion in the marching band. He continued his education in the county’s transition program and
The Academy at Tommy Nobis Center, which offers vocational training. That led to his dream job.

Like his mother, Ricky has long been a passionate fan of baseball — and especially the Atlanta

Braves. Linda claims that ball was his first spoken word. He continues to play Buddy Baseball at

Sandy Springs Youth Sports where he started at the age of eight. “We went to Turner Field

many times and in recent years attended games at the new Truist Park. He just loves his

baseball,” Linda says. So, it was a dream come true when Ricky was hired to be a gate

greeter at Truist Park for the Braves’ home games last season. He will continue to
welcome fans to the stadium again next year.

Lekotek has played an integral role in contributing to Ricky’s accomplishments,

and inclusion in the workplace and community. According to his parents, Rick
and Linda, Lekotek’s unique approach to help all children develop cognitive,
physical and social skills through play works. “We appreciate the support

’ that Lekotek has provided our son in his journey.” (In the photo above
WE I_I_ N EV ER Ricky is with the Cobb staff, Kelly, Lisa and Faydra at Truist Park.)




96%

Percent of families who play Percent of children who have
together more often because developed cause and effect,
of Lekotek problem solving, social,
language, cognitive, literacy or
motor skills

LEKOTEK |8
FAMILY
SURVEY
OUTCOMES

99%

Percent of families who feel less Percent of families who feel

isolated and more connected more comfortable participating
to their community because of in community activities with
Lekotek their children

Percent of children who have Percent of families who do not
developed increased self-es- feel judged at Lekotek
teem because of Lekotek
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UNIQUE &

DIVERSE

\ PROGRAM
SERVICES
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T0Y/COMPUTER/IPAD LENDING LIBRARY

Lekotek’s toy/technology inventory is comprised of more than 5,000 select toys, software
programs, websites, adapted keyboards, joysticks, trackballs, computers and iPads with educational
applications. From rattles and drums to touch windows and adapted keyboards, seeing, hearing,
and touching make it possible for children to master skills. During play sessions, Lekotek leaders
model the creative use of select toys and computer equipment to meet each child’s unique needs.
All are loaned following the play session for families to create a playful and educational environment
at home.

Computers and software, iPads and applications are possibly the most powerful toys in Lekotek’s
inventory. As the community has become aware of Lekotek’s need for equipment, individuals
and corporations have donated iPads and computers. These are used at our six centers and
loaned to families. Before the family borrows the computer or iPad, the Lekotek leader customizes
it to meet the child’s individual needs, and the parent receives training on how to use the
adapted input devices, software and apps. More than two hundred computers have been
loaned. Replicating this model, more than sixty families have had the opportunity to borrow
iPads with applications to meet their child’s needs. Both loan programs provide opportunities for
children with disabilities to experience technology and its benefits.

COMPUPLAY

The Compuplay program is designed to meet the needs of children between the ages of 2 and 18.
Youngsters and parents enjoy one-hour technology sessions using appropriate computer input
devices, websites and iPad apps. Staff-written software with large icons makes it possible for children
with visual impairments and fine motor delays to use the programs. Staff members model the use
of visual and auditory scanning games for children who are visually or hearing impaired. With an
array of color, graphics, music, and sound prompts, these programs make it possible for every child
to experience success.

Hardware options include an eye gaze system, adapted joysticks, touch screens, adapted track-
balls, and switches - large buttons interfaced with mice adapted by our staff. The button simulates
the mouse click. An eye gaze system allows the child to use a computer just by looking. A camera
affixed to the computer tracks the child’s pupils. And just by looking, the child is able to direct the
cursor. With innovative technology, children are reading, writing stories, playing music, learning
math concepts, word processing and problem solving as they interact with siblings at home and
peers in school.

MUSIC CLASSES, PLAY DAYS AND FAMILY EVENTS

Music classes are conducted quarterly. Using instruments and movement, children learn to follow
directions and interact with family members. Family playdates are conducted throughout the year
and include music, Happy Tails and CAREing Paws animal-assisted therapy, arts and crafts, Easter
egghunts,andactivitiesinthe community. Family eventsinclude annualvisitsto state parks, children’s
museums, the pumpkin patch, zoo, and attending professional baseball, basketball and soccer
games. With support from Lekotek, families who might be hesitant to participate in community
events now enjoy all that Atlanta has to offer, just like any family.

SUMMER COMPUTER CAMP

Lekotek offers an annual four-week summer computer camp for children between the ages of 4
and 13. Children with disabilities are asked to invite a sibling or friend to participate with them.
State-of-the-art technology equalizes the playing field, making it possible for everyone to
participate together.

RESOURCE LIBRARY

Through Lekotek’s resource library, parents have an opportunity to borrow books, magazines,
periodicals, and videos on a wide variety of disability-related topics. Siblings and grandparents can
also check out materials. In addition, Lekotek’s website provides parent resources, information
and staff recommended apps and educational websites.



COMPUTER CLUB

Computer Club was initiated for Lekotek “graduates” who at age 9 graduate from play sessions
with their parents to club with friends. Youngsters above the age of nine, who previously have
not participated in Lekotek play sessions, are also welcome. Just as typical adolescents and teens
participate in clubs, Computer Club provides opportunities for our youngsters to socialize and
belong to a club. Following computer activities, everyone enjoys dinner and birthdays are
frequently celebrated at Computer Club.

LEKOPALS

LekoPals is a unique social program for teens with disabilities ages 15 and above. Lekotek staff
and peer volunteers facilitate fun activities that include computer games, bowling, and age-
appropriate outings. Atlanta area high school and college students volunteer as peer mentors at
both LekoPals and Club. Few programs like Lekotek Club and Pals exist for children with disabilities
in this age range. Both were initiated in response to parents expressing a need for these services.

PARENT SUPPORT GROUP AND LEKOTEK SIBSHOPS

Lekotek leaders conduct our monthly parent support group and quarterly sibshops. Guest speakers
share information to help parents navigate the world of disabilities. Frequently, parents are at
different stages of their journey and can share valuable information with each other.

Brothers and sisters, who have the longest relationship with the person with special needs, have
much to offer each other. The Sibshop model intersperses information and discussion with ice-
breakers, fun games, and computer activities. Sibshops are not therapy, although their effect may
be therapeutic. Lekotek’s Sibshop program is certified through the Sibling Support Project at the
University of Washington.

TRAINING PROGRAMS

Lekotek is well respected in Georgia and throughout the country for its expertise in disabilities,
inclusion, toy and technology adaptations. Agencies, professionals, and parents benefit from
staff conducted workshops on these topics. (The bottom right photo was taken at the Gainesville
Lekotek where staff conducted a workshop on adapted toys and technology to Occupational
Therapy Students from Brenau University.)
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have pets that have completed obedience and specified training. Partnering with The National Park

RESUU RCES Service and Chattahoochee Nature Center, Lekotek conducts boating, fishing and rafting trips. Lekotek
also works closely with statewide Babies Can’t Wait, Georgia P.I.N.E.S. (a state-wide program for children

with sensory disabilities), FOCUS (Families Of Children Under Stress), Parent to Parent, Children’s

Healthcare of Atlanta, The Marcus Autism Center, The Center for the Visually Impaired, The Auditory

Verbal Center, The Kyle Pease Foundation, The Down Syndrome Association, therapists, physicians, and

teachers at public and private schools. These agencies refer families to Lekotek knowing we occupy a
unique niche in the lives of children with disabilities.

To promote disability awareness, Lekotek staff conduct workshops on toy adaptation and

assistive technology to therapists, teachers, and students of all ages. During Disability

Week in Georgia, Lekotek leaders visit elementary schools providing opportunities
for children without disabilities to use adapted toys and technology.

Lekotek partners with Georgia Tech’s Rehabilitation Engineering Lab whose
students create solutions for individual children. For example, Tech students
created a customized arm support for a little girl who could not hold her arm
up so she could operate the computer or iPad. In addition, Lekotek’s staff
conducts a 2-hour course, each year, for students at Georgia State’s Speech
WE N EV ER WU U LD and Language Graduate School, Occupational Therapy students at Brenau
University and Occupational Therapy Assistant students at Chattahoochee
Technical College. Many of these students then volunteer at Lekotek’s
HAVE TRl ED RA FTl N G . annual summer computer camp, Computer Club, Easter Egg Hunt,
Halloween Party and Holiday Party. For the first time, this year, Lekotek
0 U R C H | LD LUV E D accepted doctoral occupational therapy students from Georgia State. We
look forward to welcoming new interns each year.
PUBLICATIONS, WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK

UF |T_ To maintain contact with families, donors, volunteers and professionals
throughout the country, Lekotek publishes a newsletter distributed to more
than 2,500 readers with information on Lekotek news, adapted toys, innovative
technology, a guest editorial, profiles of Lekotek families and sponsor
acknowledgments. Parents and professionals can learn about our services by
visiting our website (www.lekotekga.org), Facebook (www.facebook.com/lekotekga)
Instagram and LinkedIn pages. These sites are linked to additional resources. Families,
donors and friends can learn about upcoming programs and special events through our
social media.
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This year, now our 42nd, Lekotek of Georgia has helped approximately 1,000 children and family
members who participate in play sessions, Compuplay, camp, club, music, community outings, and
computer/iPad evaluations. An expanding number of satellite locations has made it possible for
families to receive services closer to their homes. Unfortunately, waiting lists still exist at several
locations. Our board is committed to raising funds necessary to keep the wait to a minimum.
Research shows the benefits of early intervention, and children with special needs do not have
time to wait.

MAIN CENTER

Atlanta, Georgia—In 1983, with a grant of seed money from the Community Foundation for Greater
Atlanta, Lekotek of Georgia initiated play sessions in the basement of Easter Seals. Today, the
main site is located at the Northlake Business Park at Lavista Road and I-285. This site occupies
4,000 square feet and has the space to conduct five play sessions simultaneously. The main center
has a designated state-of-the-art sensory room and sensory floor with innovative games to help
children with special needs develop cognitive, language and motor skills. This site offers Lekotek
leader training, computer/iPad evaluations, Compuplay, play groups, music classes, summer
Computer Camp, Computer Club and LekoPals.

SATELLITE CENTERS

Alpharetta, Georgia—Families in Forsyth and North Fulton counties requested that Lekotek offer
services closer to their homes. This site is located on Main Street in Alpharetta and families benefit
from play sessions, play dates, music, Happy Tails, Compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations.

Duluth, Georgia—Lekotek of Georgia’s first satellite was established in 1991 with donated space
from Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta. When Children’s closed its rehab center, we relocated to an
office park just a mile away, on the same street. The new space increased our capacity to serve
more families and allowed for weekend programming.

Kennesaw, Georgia—With a grant from the John Harland Foundation, Lekotek of Georgia opened
the Cobb satellite in 2002. Located near the intersection of I-75 and I-575, this site reaches families
in Cobb, Cherokee, Bartow, and surrounding counties. With a lengthy waiting list and an opportunity
to expand, this site doubled its size in July of 2017. To date, more than one thousand families have
participated in play groups, Club, Compuplay, computer/iPad evaluations, music, Happy Tails, rafting
and fishing, Easter Egg Hunts, community outings and play sessions.

Fayetteville, Georgia—In June 2006, Lekotek opened its southside satellite in Fayetteville, Georgia
and to date, more than 500 families have benefited. Seed money from the Community Foundation
for Greater Atlanta and Clothes Less Traveled purchased the initial inventory of toys, educational
materials and computer equipment. Programs at this satellite include play sessions, music,
Compuplay and computer/iPad evaluations, Easter Egg Hunts, community outings and pet therapy
visits.

Gainesville, Georgia—In March of 2011, Lekotek of Georgia initiated a fifth satellite in donated
space provided by Walker Therapy. This site quickly outgrew the space provided by Walker and
now occupies 1200 square feet at The Whitmire Homes office park. Families living in North Georgia
who previously were unable to participate due to lengthy travel distances to other Lekoteks, now
benefit from this location. The Gainesville Lekotek offers play sessions, music, Happy Tails, family
activities and computer/iPad evaluations.




MEET EMILY

Emily’s first two years of life were filled with unexpected diagnoses and unending doctors’
appointments. Emily has cerebral palsy; she is nonverbal and non-ambulatory but loves to play
and learn. We were thrown into the world of disabilities, and life felt heavy as we struggled to find
activities for Emily without neglecting her older brother Jonathan. Luckily, we learned about Lekotek
from our physical therapist, and we’re glad we did. For the past three years, Emily has benefited from
accessible play environments created by dedicated Lekotek leaders. Without Lekotek, it would be a
challenge to find activities that Emily could do alone or with Jonathan. Her Lekotek leader, Helene,
always has toys and computer games that she can play by herself or with him.

In this photo, Jonathan and Emily are taking turns playing a bowling game. Jonathan is controlling the
ball using a touchscreen built into the monitor. Emily is using a computer eye-gaze system. The black
bar on the bottom of the monitor is a camera that tracks Emily’s pupils. By fixing her eyes on the
' ball, she can send it down the lane to knock down the pins. Jonathan had the opportunity to test the
eye-gaze technology himself so he could understand how his sister played the game. During their last
play session, when Helene asked Jonathan what he liked most about Lekotek, he said, “Everything!”
Our family is grateful to have a place where children of all abilities are welcome and can experience
the joy of play.

MAKING A weerxo
Born with Gould Syndrome, a rare genetic disorder, Xo faces many challenges. He has cerebral
DlFFERENCE UNE palsy, hypertrophic cardio myopathy, and epilepsy. He is nonverbal and visually impaired and uses
a wheelchair. Xo is a beacon of light and will turn anyone’s frown into a smile. We joined Lekotek
in 2023 when Xo was two years old. Xo’s Lekotek leader, Brittany, is kind and patient. She selects
CH"_D AT A TI ME activities, toys, and computer games that motivate him to learn. With the help of the computer
eye-gaze system, Xo can play music, set off animated fireworks, make silly noises, and enjoy
computer games just like any other child. He enjoys the sensory room, equipped with a vibrating
bean bag chair, a giant bubble tube with a control box that he can use to change colors, and

a computer that projects on both walls while playing music. Xo has benefited from play
sessions and the accessible toys Brittany adapts and loans to meet his needs.

The family weekend outings with fellow Lekotek families have given us a way

to explore the community. The support of the Lekotek staff has given us the
confidence to venture out and explore all that Atlanta has to offer. We've
enjoyed Zoo Day, picnics in the park, the annual Halloween and holiday
parties, and much more. Everyone at Lekotek is dedicated and welcoming.
Lekotek is family, and we look forward to exploring and playing our way
to a brighter future. (In the photo, Xo is using a bubble machine adapted
by his Lekotek leader. By pressing the blue button on his tray, connected
to the toy, he is able to create bubbles.)




FISCAL
SNAPSHOT

———EXPENSES ———

92%

PROGRAM SERVICES

Lekotek of Georgia has been successful in raising funds from foundations, corporations, civic groups
and individuals. In addition, the board and staff conduct three special events - The annual Lekotek
Run, Golf Tournament and Brewfest with Silent Auction. As a result, the organization’s financial
conditionissecure. Atyearend,June 30,2025, reserves were approximately 100% of the annual budget.
These reserves are essential for initiating new services, increasing capacity, purchasing leading edge
technology and safeguarding against contingencies. Lekotek is extremely proud that more than 90
percent of all donations are allocated for direct services for children and families.

Our board members donate their time and expertise in diverse fields to accomplish Lekotek’s
mission. In addition, one hundred percent contributes financially to Lekotek. Please consider a
donation to Lekotek through a donor-advised fund, will or in your estate planning. Additional funding
will help Lekotek meet the demand for increased services. Near-term priorities include purchasing new
leading-edge technology, staff training, computer and iPad loans and family programs. There is a
critical need for additional staff to eliminate waiting lists. With community

support, these goals will be achieved.

BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025 - 2026

Personnel Director/Lekotek Leaders
Contracted Services

Educational Consultants

Personnel Total $467,500

Operational Expenses

Facilities

Staff Development

Professional Dues Subscriptions

Total Operational Expenses $275,500

Program Services

Scholarship Fund

Home Based Play Sessions

Summer Computer Camp
LekoPals/Computer Club Inclusion Project
Parent Support Group

Sibshop Support Group for Siblings
Satellite Expansion

Computer and iPad Evaluations

Total Program Services Expenses $182,000
Capital Expenditures

Specialized Adapted Toy and Educational Inventory $25,000
Innovative Adapted Computer and iPad Technology $20,000
Sensory Room Equipment $5,000
Total Capital Expenditures $50,000
Total Annual Budget $975,000

REVENUES

CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION GIVING 60%
B 200 specin cvents
I 152 iNoiviDuAL DONGRS

I 5% MEMBERSHIP FEES
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FRIENDS OF LEKOTEK

SUPERHEROES
$10,000 AND UP

Elaine and John Carlos

Carrie and Dan Donovan

Dr. Michael and Cary Rothkopf
Sally and Charlie Thomason

KNIGHTS IN
SHINING ARMOR

$5,000-§9,999
Karen and Tommy Beman
Alice Brown

Bailey and Ben Torbert
Monica and Chris Wright

$2,000-$4,999

Shelley and Bob Antin

Frank Blake

James Brown and Joe Tedesco
Laura Gibbens and Brett Jepson
Nancy and Marshall Ford
Laura and Jim Graff

Catherine and Lance Hagaman
Christine and John Langone
Carolyn Meeks

Pat Patrick

Dr. Neil and Judy Ramquist
Susan and Alex Roush

Joanne and Win Smith

Linda Tatro

Anne and Mark Valentino

Don Weber

Drs. Barb and Joe Weissman
Vickey and Ed Wile

PARTNERS
1000101999

Shawn and Jim Ballew
Laurie and Sid Besmertnik
Perri and Rick Courtheoux
Dr. Lee and Bonnie Diamond
Irma Rodriguez and

Fred Fernandez

Steven Frey

Kristi and Michael Fuqua
Kym and Ryan Hadzick
Vanessa and Harlan Kickhoefer
Carol and David Lintz

Diane and Martin Maslia
Deb and Matt Merlino

Lizz and Mack Norman

Leslie and Gary Null
Richard Pease

Drs. Bonnie Prokesch and
Michael Shiloh

Dr. Richard and Helene Prokesch
Barbara and Ron Reid
Mary Ann Romski

Kevin Schroder

Becky and Joe Siech

Ed Stone

Lynn and Tom Tolleson

FANS

$500T0 $999

LuRae Ahrendt

Sam and Gary Alexander
Dr. Ann Early Bibb

Dr. Jonathan Dubin and Traci Leong

Katie and Jim Edwards
Linda, Bill and Jeremy Foster
Debbie Fox

Eleanor Frongillo

Kim Gravely

Suzanne Holtz

Todd Jensen

Fredricka and Philip Kahn
Kelly and John Kinder

Erina and Randy Lambeth
Dirk Ledford

Ellen and Bruce Lindemann
Mary and Vince Lobisco
Sissy and Michael Luciani
Tim Lynn

Debra and Mark McElhaney
Marsha and Tom McNeer

Dr. John and Melissa Merlino
Ebb Munden

Mary Jane and Oliver Murray
Janice and Joe Nodvin

Karen and Matt Pearl

Crystal Price

Steven Prokesch

Sheila and Marty Rotter

Elise Rubenstein

Jody Krug Schulte and G.J. Schulte

Mary Beth and Michael Sierra
Stannika and Ellis Simmons
Jane Ayres and Jim Smith

Jeff Smith

Patricia Thompson

Susan and Carl Valentino

Jen and Eric Wahlen

Judy and George Wieder

BUDDIES
25070 $499

Kim Alston

Peter Belmonte

Andrea and Stuart Bern
Inez Beyer

Dr. Rob and Jennifer Breiman
Lisa Newbern and James Brown
Julie and Tom Clements
Marc Cohen

Suzanne and Daniel Dooley
Eva and James Dreger
Jennifer and lan Warden
Anne and Eric Feldman
Mary Gill

Douglas Gooding

Joyce and Humberto Guzman
Pam and Shawn Hardister
Cassandra and DJ Jeyaram
Becky and Tom Lass

Anne McComiskey

Kevin McGlynn

Sharon Meek

Nancy Miller

Allison Moder

Troy Ogea

Susan Patterson

Isabel Pearlman

Betsy Primm

Linda and Rick Raschke
Karen Ruszkowski

Carol and Fred Salmons
Vickie and Jay Sanders
Lauren and John Seidl
Teresa and Ed Shartar
Johanna and David Skid
Linda and Larry Smith
Tamara Sutton-Brown

Sara Takele

Julie Tenney

Tara Trimble

Kevin Valentino

Raeanne and David Watkins
Chris and Mike Wolf
Cathie and John Wymer
Debbie and Charles Zink

PLAYMATES
$10070 $249

Julie Ann and Greg Autrey
Catherine Bomar

Hershene and Joel Borrin
Deborah and Raymond Bovard
Gerrilyn and Walter Brill

Diane Bullock

Farrah and Ben Butler

Debra Bykoff

Dr. Howard and Jennifer Caplan
Oscar Casillas

Cathy and Michael Catanese
Beverly Cavazos

Chris Cipollini Tompkins

Liz and Charlie Cohn

Frank Corrigan

Mark Creighton

Candace Davis

Thea Delage

Sally and Pierre DeVincentis
Karen Dreger

Holly and Wade Elmer

Ryan Ely

Joan Emerson

Sara Evans

Beatrice Fendel

Dr. Bruce and Debbie Fisher
Kathy Forte

Janet and Adam Frey

Kristy Fuller

Rick Garlikov

Kathy and David Giancola
Frank Goldman

Christine and Glenn Hamilton
Hag Family

Julie Harrison

Dr. Louis and Sarah Hempel
Melissa and Michael Hentges
Alisha Hester

Lesley High

Dr. Eric Honig

Arthur Honig

Bridget & Steve Howard
Roberta Huebner

Donations prior to August 1, 2025 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.
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Simon Huebner

Nan and Bruce Hunter
Julie and Dan Huntington
Stephanie Husk

Ashley Jensen

Charlene Johnson

Marifae and Frank Jones
Judy and Jay Kessler

Beckie and Henry Kilpatrick
Isabelle Kirshner

Tom Kisgen

Teresa and Gerald Krinsky
Marcus Lamar

Briana Lampert

Chuck Lampman

Erika and Mark Lindemann
Miller Majors

Lynette Mathews

Pat Matthews

Lynette and Horton McCurdy
Anne and Marshall McLaughlin
Pat and Paul McNaughton
Peggy McWilliams

Manju Mohan

Mary Morrison

Anne Nieberding and
Jeffery Weiner

Lisa Newbern and James Brown
Diane Norris

Barbara O’Flynn

Rhonda O’Gorman

Pat and Richard Olney
Margaret O’Neal

Packer Family

Julie Paik

Julie Parmer

Cheveta Paschal

Charlie and Nick Patterson
Jenice and Peter Pearl
Melanie and Ray Porter
Emily Prokesch

Beth and Jesse Pullias
Donna and Jonathan Ray
Denise Riester

Nicole and Chris Rijo
Scott Rogers

Aniza Johnson

Jenifer Saunders

Peter Schiller

Rose Sevcik

Judy and Stanley Sherman
Susan Siegfried

Robert Siemon

Mark Simpson

Susan and Bill Smith
Diane and Ray Smith

Lily Solmssen Moureaux
Wendy Sommer

Morgan Souza

Julie Steedman

Anne and Jerry Sturtevant
Michael Suchan

Sue and Jim Towhey
Nicole Tripp

Dr. H. E. and Carol Tucker
Beth and Bill Tumlin

Diane and Donald Huth Unger
Patty Vastakis

Debbie Waits

Kathy and George Wallis
Harrison Weinberg

Gay Winter

Susan and Larry Wolkin

PALS
PT0$99

Amber and Ryan Mull-Close
Chelsea and Corey Adams
Marian Arbesman

Arnold Family

Phyllis Arogeti

Kerry Ayres-Smith

Cynthia Barkley

David Berdugo

Perry Bern

Samantha Beskin-Schemer
Pat Bessette

Peter Birnbaum

Jason Clay

Grace and Tim Cleary
Joseph Cochran

Alka Jain and Manish Dalal
Evan Diamond

Arthur Dreger

Waikeeta Edwards

Sheryl Fineman

Karen and Gary Fischer
Lorie Flacker

Michele and George Fox
Joe Garrett

Christopher Glenn

Dana and Ari Greenberg
Laura and Carl Greenberg
Tammy Greenberg Duble
Scott Halpern

Maggie Harden

Becky and Dave Harris
Douglas Healy

Louisa Kenny

Stephanie and Jeffery Knauer
Susan Krohn

Jackelyn Lamb

Ray Lerer

Bonnie and Donald Levine
Brita and Alvin Levy

Lewis Family

Randi Lewis

Nancy Lindgren

Randy Lipshutz

Jesse Lipson

David Lobel

Drew Luciani

Roberta Maddox

Will Maggard

Bill Manson

Jaqueline Marcucci

Gary Mason

Angela and Jeff Antorian
Marianne McGowan

Vonda Miller

Deborah Montante

Connie Morelle

David Moscovitz

Justin Nance

Julia & Phil Ogea

Liza O’Hare

Matthew Ohnsman

Laura O’Toole

Alexcia Patelles

Carol and Hap Petty

Judy and Mike Plecko
Srividhya Radhakrishnan
Nicole and Gunter Reichert
Grace and Bill Rembert
Darcey Rijo

Howard Rohan

Shelli Bank and Michael
Rosenzweig

Suzi and Gary Saidman
Susan and Herschel Saparow
Kelly Shapiro

Dr. Julius and Carol Sherwint
Diane and David Sotto
Maureen Stelzel
Camille Sutton-Brown
Sunita Khati

Olaide Tijani

Cynthia and Ben Trammell
Adam Travis

Aubrey and Nick Valentino
Angela Vina

Becca and Brian Walker
Deborah and Mark Weiss
Amynah and Shaffiqg Welji
Crimson Wells

Doreen and Burt Wittenberg
Kathy Zwald

Donations prior to August 1, 2025 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.
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SPEGIAL CONTRIBUTORS

MEGA GIANTS
530,000 AND UP

Boxer Foundation

Fulton County Human Services

Gas South

Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities

LuluMa Foundation

National Distributing Company

Rothkopf Greenberg Family Foundation

Scott Hudgens Family Foundation

LAPTOP WIZARDS
$20,000-528,000

Holly Lane Foundation
Marcus Foundation

State of Hope

TOWER BUILDERS

$10,000 T0 $19,999

American Opportunity Foundation

Billi Marcus Foundation

Country Club of the South Charity Guild
Dekalb County Human Services

John and Mary Franklin Foundation
Kares 4 Kids

Kay W. Cantrell Family Fund

Marjorie A. Neuhoff Foundation
McCart Family Foundation

Nell Warren & William Simpson Elkin
Foundation

Piedmont Construction Group
Rosenthal Family Foundation

Stahl Family Foundation

Tyrone’s Tykes

Waffle House Foundation

Wells Fargo-lda A. Ryan Charitable Fund

CASTLE STACKERS
§5,00070$9.999

Barna Family Foundation

Blueprint Painting & Renovations
Clothes Less Traveled

Cushing Morris Armbruster & Montgomery LLP
Ed Voyles Acura / Kia of Chamblee
Friedman Family Philanthropic Fund
Jals Family Foundation

Joe E. Johnston Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Atlanta

Lockheed Martin Aero CARES
Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US
Morrison Management Specialists
North Georgia Community Foundation
SECO Architectural Systems

United Bank Shares

Weiland Family Philanthropic Fund

$2,500T0 $4,999

The Anne and Clint Kibler Foundation
Berg Foundation

Cobb EMC Foundation

Coulter & Sierra

Coweta Community Foundation
Coweta-Fayette Trust

Crazy Good Turns Podcast

Emily Sanders & Jon Margolis Philanthropic
Fund

EZ Agape Foundation

Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
Fry Goehring Law Firm

Galileo Search, LLC

George A. Ramlose Foundation
GreyStone Power Foundation
Heritage Community Foundation
Patrick Family Foundation

Pratt Industries

Publix Super Markets Charities
Resurgens Charitable Foundation
Richard C. Munroe Foundation
Rotary Club of East Cobb

RSUI Group

S2 Medical Supply

Sharp General Contractors
Snapping Shoals Electric Trust
Thompson Hine

Touchpoint Support Services
Vinings Cumberland Rotary Club
Walton Electric Trust

WH Mechanical Contracting

T0Y MAKERS
§1000T0 52,499

Adkins Law Firm

Ally Financial

Amerisure Insurance
Andersen, Tate & Carr
Atlanta Business Alliance
Barnes Merritt & Koffel
Beskin & Beskin

BREK Management

Briarcliff Dental Group Family and Cosmetic

Dentistry

Bricco Construction Company
Capital Investment Advisors
Cargo Brokers International
Carlyles Catering

Carpedia International
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Cobb County Friendship Club
Doug and Robyn Ross Family Foundation
Doug Flutie Foundation
Eveland Family Foundation
Galileo Search

Gecko Promotions

Glad To Be Here Foundation
Harry Norman Realtors
Hennessy Automobile Companies
HLB Gross Collins

Johnson & Ward Law Firm
Kiddos’ Clubhouse

Kirby Smart Family Foundation
Kyle Pease Foundation

Laser Assisted Cosmetic & Family
Dentistry

Lazega & Johanson

Life House Atlanta

MFS Foundation

Mr. Tom’s Heart

North Cobb Civitan Club
Peachtree Santas

Realtors Caring for Fayette
Roswell Woman'’s Club

Roush Family Foundation
Tender Ones Therapy

The December 21 Foundation
The Funky Chicken

Towne Lake Optimist Club
Walmart Spark Good

Donations prior to August 1, 2025 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.

16 | Lekotek Annual Report 2024-25



UNDER $1,000

A&D Painting

Access Management Group

ADMH

Ahrendt Rehab

Alexis Kaiser Foundation

Alpha Delta Kappa Gamma Chapter
Andrea & Stuart Bern Philanthropic Fund
Anthem Blue Cross & Blue Shield
Arthur J. Gallagher

Atlanta Children’s Therapy Associates
Atlanta Optimist Club

Ava Family Services

Axess Health Solutions

Capstone Agency

Center Neurology

Children’s Medical Group

Cobb Community Foundation
Coca-Cola Foundation

Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
Congregation B’nai Torah

Custom Living Care

CustomlInk

Del Mar Healthcare

Dunwoody Pediatrics

Dunwoody Woman'’s Club

Eric Bern Photo Studio and

Headshot Studio Atlanta

Edgerton Fund

Everlasting Growth

Foundry Realty Group

GA State Employee Charitable Contributions
Goldman Sachs Personal Management
H.Q. “Alex” Nguyen Law

Haddow & Company

Healthy Heroes

Homelogic Healthcare

House of Great Care

Ingredient Solutions

IntegriCare

Key Autism Services

King Bunten Guthrie Family Fund
Kiwanis Club of Brookhaven- Chamblee

Klemperer Family Fund

Kroger Rewards

Legacy Financial Advisors

Levin Family Practice

Liberty Sport

Lighthouse Realty Advisors
LMRC Now

McKenney Family Foundation
Microsoft Pledge Matching
MobilityWorks

Morriss, Shim, Davis

Nadler Biernath

Neon One Changemaker Award
Northside Park Baptist Church Legacy Fund
Olansky Dermatology & Aesthetics
Omni Healthcare Services
Oneida Builders

Optimum Wellness

Pathfinders Careers

PCA Elite

Pearce Family Foundation
PENTA

Perkins & Will

Pinnacle Promotions

Quiality Care and Love

Rising Stars Therapy Group
Rubin Center for Autism

See Me Thrive Adapted Toys
Small Voices

Szabo Associates

T-Mobile

Wells Fargo Capital Finance
West Roofing and Home Improvement

IN KIND DONATIONS

Advance for Kids Pediatrics
Anchor of Hope

Apptoto

Blueprint Painting & Renovations
Brek Management
Chick-fil-A

CHOA

Coca-Cola Foundation
Cuddle Works

Darden’s Delights

Georgia Swarm

Georgia United Credit Union
Leff & Associates

Lizz Norman Design

Maple Street Biscuits
Michael Luciani

National Park Service
PhiNik’s MobiPix Photo Booth
Preprint

John Steinbreder

Southern Tackle Academy
Smartbox

Sprouts

Starbucks

National Park Service

Nicole Rijo Designs

Tech Soup /Digital Resilience Program
UPP Inc. -Sportea

Waffle House Foundation

Wendy'’s

Zoo Atlanta

EMPLOYEE GIVING
& MATCHING
OPPORTUNITIES

AT&T

Benevity

Charles Schwab

Coca-Cola Foundation

Dekalb School Employees Foundation
Delta Dental

Facebook Fundraisers

Georgia Gives Day

Kroger Rewards

Microsoft

Mitsubishi Electric Trane HVAC US
Rockefeller Capital Management
State of Georgia Employee Charitable
Contributions Program

Target

T-Mobile

Yancey Brothers

Donations prior to August 1, 2025 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.
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LEKOTEK SCHOLARSHIP & SPECIAL GIFT FUNDS

Below are funds created by parents in memory of children who benefited
from Lekotek services. These funds continue to make a difference for
Lekotek families.

The Gunner Davis Memorial Fund
The Moe “The Hulk” Dominguez Memorial Fund
The Corey Etkind Memorial Fund
The Katie Frongillo Memorial Fund
The Kathryn Gillespie Memorial Fund
The Lindsay Kluglein Memorial Fund
The Rachel Mann Memorial Fund
The Lauren Martin Scholarship Fund
The Joshua Shartar Scholarship Fund
The Kendall Smith Memorial Fund
The Preston Wolters Memorial Fund
The Charlotte Zink Technology Fund

Below are funds named in memory of grandparents and great-grandparents
whose grandchildren and great grandchildren have benefited from Lekotek.

The Beulah Beyer Memorial Fund

The Pasquale Buchieri Memorial Fund

The John Cimaglia Memorial Fund

The Ricardo Price Memorial Fund

The John Kalinski Memorial Fund

The Catherine and Al Liabastre Memorial Fund
The Ulrich V. Solmssen Memorial Fund

The Joan Tebbel Memorial Fund

The Talmadge L. Williams Memorial Fund

Lucita Anido Memorial Fund — In memory of Aimee Anido’s mom. Aimee
currently serves on the Lekotek Board of Directors.

The Tom Catanese Memorial Fund — Tom willingly gave of his time and
resources to help Lekotek establish satellites.

The Kathy Couch Memorial Fund — Kathy Couch and daughter Laura, drove
long distances to the Atlanta site. Despite a difficult illness, Kathy made great
efforts for Laura to enjoy Lekotek. We hope their time at Lekotek meant as
much to them as it did to us.

The Alex Cunningham Scholarship Fund — Alex Cunningham was a member
of the Atlanta Optimist Club. Under his direction, the club designed and
adapted toys for Lekotek kids. Affectionately nicknamed “Mr. C”, his legacy
lives on.

Maxine Honig — Maxine was a friend to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch.
Maxine loved Lekotek and everyone loved Maxine.

John Huth Memorial Fund —John was a Lekotek dad and park ranger for the
National Park Center and Chattahoochee Nature Center. He created fishing,
boating and rafting experiences for Lekotek families, who would not have had
these experiences, otherwise. John will also be remembered for his big heart.

The Dorothy Kay Memorial Fund — Shelly Kay, past board member and
chair, along with his sisters established a memorial fund to honor their mom.

The Kevin Lewis Memorial Fund — Kevin was up early during his summer
vacations to volunteer at summer computer camp. He had an abundance of
patience and always an encouraging word for our campers.

The Ernie McWilliams Memorial Fund — Ernie was married to Peggy
McWilliams who retired after twenty-five years as a dedicated Lekotek
Leader.Ernie made toys designed to meet the needs of infants.

The Trevor Meek Memorial Fund — Trevor Meek was the nephew of Sharon
Meek. Sharon was a staff member from 1984 to 1992 and established
Lekotek’s innovative technology program.

Susan Jensen Memorial Fund — Sue was a special educator whose family
created a fund to purchase adapted toys. Sue valued Lekotek services and
referred many families.

“Pat” Patrick Scholarship Endowment — Pat learned about Lekotek during
site visits as a trustee of the John H. and Wilhelmina D. Harland Charitable
Foundation. The Foundation has a tradition of honoring a retiring trustee.
The Foundation established this Endowment in honor of Pat.

The Clemens E. Prokesch Memorial Fund —Dr. Clemens E. Prokesch was
Helene Prokesch’s father-in-law. Dr. Prokesch was fond of Helene’s work on
behalf of children with disabilities.

The Victor Romano Memorial Fund — Victor was a neighbor at the Cliff
Valley Office Park, home to Lekotek for 30 years. He always sponsored the
race and loved our families.

The Al Rothkopf Memorial Fund — Al Rothkopf was a cousin of Executive
Director, Helene Prokesch. He and his wife, Sekie, have been long time
advocates for children.

The Alan Rothkopf and Marjorie Rothkopf Memorial Fund —Alan and
Marjorie were first cousins to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. Their
parents established memorial funds for Lekotek in their memory.

The Dorothy and Bernard Estate Bequest — Bernard and Dorothy Rothkopf
were an aunt and uncle to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. They always
supported Lekotek and children’s organizations.

Chester A. Roush, Jr. Estate Bequest — Mr. Roush’s grandson, Matthew
was one of Lekotek’s first participants. This gift was designated by the Roush
family in memory of Chester A. Roush, Jr. and in honor of Matthew.

The George and Lillian Rothkopf Memorial Fund — Perhaps no two peo-
ple have had a greater impact on Lekotek in parenting, mentoring and
supporting, Executive Director, Helene Prokesch. They understood there is
no greater gift than a child and all children are precious.

The Elmer Edward Salmons Memorial Fund — Fred Salmons serves on
Lekotek’s funding advisory. He and his siblings created a memorial fund in
memory of his dad.

Julius Simon Memorial Fund — Julius Simon was Ellen Lindemann’s father.
Ellen was our first board chair and on staff as Assistant Director for twelve
years. He never missed an opportunity to visit Lekotek when in town.

The Brenda W. Smith Cobb Scholarship Memorial Fund — As executive
assistant to Alex Roush, Brenda coordinated the company’s sponsorships
and foursomes for the annual Lekotek Golf Classic.

The Mindy Waitsman Memorial Fund — Mindy gave hours of her time
as board chair and serving on our board of directors. She was passionate
about Lekotek’s mission and making a difference for our kids and families.

The Diane Wolpert Memorial Fund — Diane Wolpert was not only a friend
to Executive Director, Helene Prokesch, but a friend to everyone. She was
one of the first to visit Lekotek in the basement of Easter Seals and never
missed a Lekotek run.

Donations made prior to August 1, 2025 are acknowledged in this report. Please contact Lekotek if you notice an omission or error.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kristi Fuqua
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Pharmacist
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Evin Gordon
Director of Sports Marketing
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Peter Schiller (Treasurer)
Project Manager, Delta Airlines

Kym Hadzick
Senior Vice President
RSUI Group

Lynn (Chair)
Realtor
Harry Norman Realtors

Miller Majors
Senior Investment Associate
Capital Investment Advisors

Allison Moder (Vice Chair)
Consultant
Content Specialist

Norman
Senior Graphic Designer,
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta

Matt Pearl
Owner
Pearl Impact Videos

Richard Pease
President
BREK Management Real Estate Advisory

chael Price
General Partner
CEO Ventures

Nicole Rijo
Graphic Designer
Pinnacle Promotions

Peter Schiller (Treasurer)
Project Manager
Delta Airlines

Camille Sutton-Brown, Ph.D.
Professor of Education
Kennesaw State University

Scott Thompson
General Counsel,
Piedmont Construction Group

Jen Whalen
Retired C.P. A.

Susan Wolkin (Secretary)
Retired Director of North Metro Programs
Fulton County Schools

John Wymer, Il
Partner
Thompson Hine

One hundred percent of board and funding
advisory members financially support the
organization in addition to donating their
time and expertise.

FUNDING ADVISORY

Tommy Beman

Mac Cushing

Kathy and David Giancola
Erina Nichols Lambeth
Sissy & Michael Luciani
Janice Nodvin

Kyle Pease

Ben Rosenquist

Susan & Alex Roush

Ed & Teresa Shartar

Ed Stone

Barb Weissman, M.D.

STAFF

Helene Prokesch,
M.Ed, Special Education
Founder and Executive
Director

LEKOTEK HAS MADE SUCH A
DIFFERENCE FOR SO MANY
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
AND SERVING ON THE
BOARD ALLOWSMETO
CONTRIBUTE.

Anna Cromer,

B.S. Biological Sciences
M.Ed. Special Education
Associate Director

LEKOTEK LEADERS
Rebecca Clegorne,

B. A., Special Education,
M. Ed. Early Children Education

Jamie Hayman,
B.S., Certified Child Life Specialist

Jackelyn Lamb,
B. A., Special Education

Lisa Nevitt,
B.A., Psychology

Brittany O’Meara,
B.S. Therapeutic Recreation
B.S. Child & Family Development

Jane Oni,
B.S. Family, Youth and Community Services
Physical Therapist, DPT

Faydra Washington,
M.Ed. Literacy
ABA Graduate Certificate
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Lekotek of Georgia

1901 Montreal Road, Suite 126 | Tucker, GA 30084
Phone: (404) 633-3430 | Fax: (404) 633-1242 | E-Mail: info@Ilekotekga.org
www.lekotekga.org | Like us: facebook.com/lekotekga | instagram.com/lekotekga



